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The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully submits its reply

comments in the above-referenced proceeding. 1 USTA is the principal trade association

of the exchange carrier industry. Its more than 1100 members provide over 98 percent

of the exchange carrier access lines in the United States. In response to the initial

comments, USTA wishes to address one aspect of MCl's argument that Computer III

safeguards are insufficient to promote fair competition in the enhanced services market.

Specifically, MCI contends that the industry bodies engaged in the standard-setting

process and in resolution of technical issues are manipulated by the Bell Operating

Companies (BOCs) to impede competition. Comments of MCI at 32. In particular, MCI

alleges that while USTA purports to speak on behalf of all LECs, it is in fact essentially a

voice for the BOCs. Comments of MCI, Exhibit B, Affidavit of Peter P. Guggina, para. 30

(April 3, 1995). As the attached affidavit demonstrates, MCI's allegations are untrue and

therefore do not support imposition of a structural separation requirement for BOC

provision of enhanced services.

1 In the Matter of Computer III Further Remand Proceedings: Bell Operating
Company Provision of Enhanced Services, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, ("NPRM"),
CC Docket 95-20, FCC 95-48 (reI. February 21, 1995).
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Affidavit of Paul K. Hart, Vice President
USTA Technical Disciplines Department

Washington, D.C. 20005

I, Paul K. Hart, do declare as follows:

1. I am Vice President, Technical Disciplines for the United States Telephone
Association. I have a Bachelor of Science Degree from Lafayette College in
Easton, PA and was employed for four years in the aviation electronics industry
before becoming affiliated with the telephone industry. I have been employed for
33 years in manufacturing and technical positions in the telephone industry.
Before joining USTA, I was with Continental Telephone, resolving many
regulatory issues with the FCC and interworking arrangements between
Continental and AT&T. After joining USTA (then USITA) in 1982, I represented
the non-AT&T segment of the exchange carrier industry in developing the
agreements and conditions for reaching consensus and developing technical
standards in the post-divestiture environment. These agreements were significant
in formation of the Exchange Carriers Standards Association, which, with
expanded membership and representation, is now ATIS. Since joining USTA in
1982, I have been responsible for the association's technical program, including
management of the association's activities in industry standards and consensus
development activities.

2. The United States Telephone Association is comprised of over 1100 local
exchange carrier members. In addition to the Bell Operating Companies (BOCs),
USTA's membership comprises a wide variety of companies, including small, mid
size and large non-BOC local exchange carriers. The majority of USTA members
are in fact smaller companies (less than 10,000 access lines).

3. USTA's technical disciplines department assists USTA members in implementing
the technical changes to the local exchange network associated with the
introduction of new services, new regulatory policies, and other developments
which benefit from collective action among local exchange service providers. A
primary purpose of the technical disciplines department is to serve as a resource
for the many USTA member companies who do not possess the number of
internal technical staff available to the BOCs and other larger companies.
In implementing these responsibilities, USTA has created several committees,
councils and working groups which identify, discuss and resolve these issues.
These groups develop proposals which serve the needs of all USTA members.



4. USTA staff also attend various industry fora not specifically associated with USTA,
for example, the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS), the
Telecommunications Industries Association (TIA), the Electronics Industries
Association (EIA) and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).
USTA technical disciplines staff frequently interact with and answer questions
from outside the association and outside the local exchange carrier industry in the
performance of these duties. When attending meetings of these groups, USTA
staff represent all USTA members.

5. Where USTA staff articulate a USTA position at any of these meetings, the USTA
position is developed within USTA by a committee process which solicits,
receives and incorporates input from LEC representatives of all types of companies
represented in the USTA membership. Committee meetings are attended by
representatives from a wide range of different companies. Committee
membership and attendance at meetings is open to all USTA members. The
process is not "controlled" by any type of company, including the BOCs.

6. In many cases, the work of these USTA committees is educational in nature, and
does not involve advocacy. In these cases, the information collected and
distributed is made generally available to all interested parties, including
interexchange carriers and other non-LECs.

7. In the industry fora referred to in MCI's filing, many BOCs often send individual
company representatives. In these cases, the BOC representative's purpose is to
articulate that company's position. It is not unusual for individual company
representatives to articulate positions different from positions supported by USTA,
and different from positions supported by other LECs.

8. Many of these same meetings are similarly attended by representatives of the
interexchange carrier industry. These representatives similarly participate in
standards-setting, consensus development and in discussions of other issues,
including those related to the provision of enhanced services.

9. In general, these industry groups have been quite successful in ensuring that a
wide variety of views, including those of the interexchange carrier industry, are
considered before a;oint solution to a standards or technical issue is proposed
and/or adopted. This is especially true with respect to USTA, where our value to
members consists of providing all members, including smaller companies who do
not possess a large number of technical resources staff, with an opportunity to be
heard on the many technical and standards-related issues confronted by the
telecommunications industry.



10. I believe that these activities are beneficial to the industry as a whole, in
permitting the industry to reach conclusions and agree to actions that are in the
best interests of all industry participants, including MCI. These activities minimize
the burdens on regulatory authorities, and speed the process of resolution, which
is beneficial to competition, and supports continuing development of a vigorous
and competitive telecommunications industry. In our participation in these
activities, USTA not only represents the positions of its members, but is also
committed to supporting this process, which is a benefit for the industry as a
whole. USTA is committed to continuing to support these ongoing activities.

I declare that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

""-7~A+
Paul K. Hart, Vice President
Technical Disciplines, USTA

May 19,1995

Subscribed and sworn to before me, today May 19, 1995.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Robyn L.J. Davis, do certify that on May 19, 1995 copies of the Reply

Comments of the United States Telephone Association were either hand-delivered, or

deposited in the U.S. Mail, first-class, postage prepaid to the persons on the attached

service list.



Peggy Reitzel
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 544
Washington, DC 20554

James S. Blaszak
D.E. Boehling
Leving, Blaszak, Block & Boothby
1300 Connecticut Avenue, NW - Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Robert J. Butler
Paul C. Smith
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

M. Robert Sutherland
A. Kirven Gilbert III
BellSouth
675 W. Peachtree Street
Atlanta, GA 30375

Ronald L. Plesser
Julie A. Garcia
Mark J. O'Connor
Piper & Marbury
1200 19th Street, NW - 7th Floor
Washington, DC 20036

C. Donald Berteau
GeoNet Limited, L.P.
3339 Cardinal Drive
Suite 200
Vera Beach, FL 32963

Joseph P. Markoski
Jonathan Jacob Nadler
Jeffrey A. Campbell
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
1201 Pennsylvania Ave., NW - Box 407
Washington, DC 20044

Mark C. Rosenblum
John J. Langhauser
Clifford K. Williams
AT&T
295 N. Maple Avenue - Room 3244J1
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Frank Michael Panek
Ameritech
2000 W. Ameritech Center Drive
Room 4H84
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196

Michael Glover
Lawrence Katz
Bell Atlantic Telcos.
1320 North Court House Road
Eighth Floor
Arlington, VA 22201

Edward R. Wholl
Carlos J. Sandoval
NYNEX
120 Bloomingdale Road
White Plans, NY 10605

Randolph J. May
Brian T. Ashby
Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Albert Shuldiner
Information Industry Assn.
555 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Suite 800
Washington, DC 20001

Peter A. Rohrbach
Linda L. Oliver
Hogan & Hartson
555 13th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005



Frank W. Krogh
Donald J. Elardo
MCI
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Daniel L. Brenner
Neal M. Goldberg
David L. Nicoll
NCTA
1724 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036

John F. Sturm
Newspaper Assn. of America
529 14th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20045

Campbell L. Ayling
William j. Balcerski
NYNEX
1111 Westchester Avenue
White Plains, NY 10604

Robert J. Butler
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Robert B. McKenna
U S WEST
1020 19th Street, NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

International Transcription Service
2100 M Street, NW
Suite 140
Washington, DC 20036

Howard J. Symons
Donna N. Lampert
Sara F. Seidman
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris...
701 Pennsylvania Ave., NW-Suite 900
Washington, DC 20004

Mary E. Burgess
NYDPS
Three Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12223

Richard E. Wiley
Michael Yourshaw
Steven A. Augustino
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Gina Harrison
Pacific Telesis
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20004

Robert M. Lynch
Durward D. Dupre
Michael J. Zpevak
SWB
One Bell Center - Suite 3520
St. Louis, MO 63101

Lynda L. Dorr
PSC of Wisconsin
610 North Whitney Way
P.O. Box 7854
Madison, WI 53707


